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The Forest County civil case filed by
the families of several young people -

killed Oct. 7, 2007, by off-dufy police offi-.

cer Tyler Petersonreturnedtoa court-
room in Rhinelander on Tuesday... -

Forest County and the city of Crandon,

- the case’s defendants, have asked Oneida
" County Judge Mark A. Mangerson, who
-has been assigned to the case, to dismiss
the lawsuit. S o
~ Mangerson, who stated at the begin-
ning of Tuesday’s hearing he would not -
be making any rulings until a later date,
. questioned lawyers representing both the
plaintiffs and the defendants-relateq to
‘their arguments contained in legal filings.
~The plaintiffs have asked that a jury be

~ allowed to decide whether Forest Cotmty.

and the city of Crandon violated their so-
- called “ministerial duty” under the state’s

- Shooting
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Following a manhunt, Peterson
shot himself later that day in a
wooded area in the town of Ar-
gonne. .

Neitzel is also listed as a plain-

. ‘%iff,,while the Smith and Murray

_families are not participating in
the lawsuit. &

" The plaintiffs claim Péterson suf-
fered from Narcissistic Personality

. Disorder, a condition they argue
probably would have been discov-
ered had he been examined by a
mental health professional prior to
being hired as a police officer. -

A plaintiff attorney, James A.
Olson, argued in court that there

' 'was negligence in Peterson’s hir-
ing as an officer because no deter-
mination of his mental condition

" had been done beforehand as re-

. quired in the state’s administra.
tive code. :

“If it is later determined by a

jury that, at the time they hired

“that person, he had a mental con-
dition, they have violated the code
provisions,” Olson said.

- Mangerson questioned Olson

© . asto what a municipality would

. have to do to determine whether
a police officer applicant would be
free of a mental condition.

- Clson said Peterson should
have been screened like “90 per-
x.cent of the other police organiza- -
~ tions do” by being examined by a

psychologist and a psychiatrist

. and undergoing psychological

" . evaluations. - _

While Olson conceded that de-
termining whether a police offi-
cer applicant is free of a mental
condition is “discretionary,” he ar-
gued that no determination of Pe-

- terson’s mental condition had. -
been made before he was hired.

“It does not mean that any time
you see a code provision that per-

.mits some discretion as to how it’s -
carried out that you have the au-
thority, or you have the ability, to
ignore it,” he said. “It was done
here. Here it was ignored. There
was no determination as to the
‘mental condition of Tyler Peter-
son.”

When asked by Mangerson
how detailed an inquiry a munici-
pality would have to make to de-

" termine an applicant’s mental
condition, Olson said, “You have
tomake enough of an inquiry to

" determine what the person’s men-
* tal condition is.”

Decisions forthcom

. puted Olson’s arguments alleging

-has been set as to

- Mangerson’s judi-

ing

- administrative code that establishes the -
standards for hiring police efficers, to en-
- sure Peterson'was “free from any physi-
cal, emotional, or metal ¢ondition” that .
might adversely affect his performarice
“of duties as alaw enforcement officer.

In the early morning hours of Oct. 7,
2007, Peterson, 20, showed up at the
Crandon home of his estranged girl-
friend, Jordanne Murray. She‘wgshl;(ést-

-ing a post-homecoming party and h

se\grerglofclt'iends over for the evening. The

~ two argued and Murray asked Peterson

- toléave. He left, but later refurned with
an assault riflé and started shooting. -~

" Bradley Schultz, 20, Lindsey Stahl, 14,
Lianna Thomas, 17, Katrina McCorkle 18,
" and Aaron Smith, 20, died with Murray,

. 18, in the incident. A seventh victim,

be dead.

pretending to .
o See Shooting, Page 11A

Mangerson further questioned
Olson about a municipality’s re-
sponsibility for determini
whether an officer would remain
mentally fit after being hired.

“It doesn’t matter then if a per-
Islon’ develops a mental illness and

e’s still carrying a weapon?”
Mangerson asked. - o

“That Ithink puts it intoa dis-
cretionary position, and there we
wouldn’t be arguing there was a
ministerial duty,” Olson said.
“There we would be arguing
was a discretionary duty.”

Charles Bohll, who represented
Forest County at the hearing, dis-

it

negligence in Peterson’s hiring:
. “The county had Mr. Peterson - -
examined by a Wisconsin-li- . ;

- censed physician” as required,

Bohl said. “The county required

. that Mr. Peterson produce a com-

plete medical history, a copy of
swhich was submitted to this

_physician.”

_He said the long-time Crandon
physician, Dr. Rebecca Perry, cer-
tified that Peterson was “capable
of enduring verbal and mental

. -abuse when confronted with hos-

tile views and the opinions of sus-

_ pects and other people encoun--

tered in an ant.
ment.”

" Bohl said Forest County evalu-
ated Peterson to make sure he:
was “appropriate before he was
hired as a deputy sheriff.”

" . When asked by Mangerson
about whether the county would
be responsible if an officer be-
came mentally unistable after be-
ing hired, Bohl said '

agonistic environ-

* the plaintiffs’ argu-

ment would require

. a municipality to

guaranteeapolice |
officer’s mental fit- |

. ness for his or her

entire career.
“Your honor,
that demonstrates
the absurdity of the
plaintiffs’ argu-
ment,” Bohl said.
Written decisions
will be forthcoming
inthecaseonthe =~ |
motions up for con-
sideration Tuesday,
but no specific date

when those deci- .
sions will be issued,
according to

cial assistant.

'Charlie Neitzel, 23, survived the attack by, _




